
Focus on Older People  
Information Bulletin No.20 
November 2007 
 

The Sheffield Centre 

Church Army’s Research Unit 
1 

Index: 

 
• Books, articles and Papers Pg 1-2 

• News Reports   Pg 2-4 

• Events    Pg 4 

• Your Letters   Pg 4-5 

• Other Resources  Pg 5 

 
Books & Articles 
 
Large Print Hymn Books and Carol Books 
for older people. 
Two very useful publications have just been 
reprinted by Enterprise House, Northampton. 
The books were first produced for Christian 
Council on Ageing (CCOA) members in 
Northamptonshire and are designed with the 
needs of the frail elderly in mind. 
  
Hymns that Live: ISBN 978-0-955 2840-1-4  
Costs £5.50 + £1.25 p&p. 
Carols that Live: ISBN 978-0-9552840-2-1  
Costs £4.50 + £1.00 p&p. 
A 10% discount is given to church groups and 
care homes.  
 
Copies can be ordered by post from:  
 
PO Box 341  
Enterprise House 
Northampton  
NN3 2WZ. 
 
In case of difficulty please contact Enterprise 
House:  
e-mail address: books341@clara.co.uk 
  
Hymns that Live has been used to good effect 
by ecumenical teams in care homes in 
Northampton. Carols that Live also appeals to 
the frail elderly and would make a lovely 
Christmas gift. 
 
 

What older people learn: NIACE research 
report 
As reported in Age Concern’s Age Agenda 
Bulletin September 2007, the National 
Institute of Adult Continuing Education 
(NEAC) has published a research report 
about what older people learn, based on its 
2005 annual survey on adult participation in 
learning. It found that more people in the later 
stages of working life are actively pursuing 
studies related to their work than would have 
been true 10, 20, or 30 years ago. Therefore, 
for some, continuing to work stimulates 
learning. The most popular subject of older 
learners is computer skills, although interest 
trails off among the over 75s. 
 
 
My Home Life 
My Home Life is a new initiative aimed at 
improving the quality of life of those who are 
living, dying, visiting and working in care 
homes for older people. It has been launched 
by Help the Aged aimed at improving quality 
in care homes.  
 
It draws on research carried out for the 
programme by the National Care Homes 
Research and Development Forum. A ‘shared 
space’ section of the website enables people 
working in care homes to exchange ideas and 
good practice. 
 
My Home Life – quality of life in care homes 
http://www.myhomelife.org.uk/index.htm  
 
 
The Humour of Old Age 
This is a new publication from the Leveson 
Centre following the Sixth Leveson Lecture by 
Revd Dr Una Kroll writing from her own 
experience of old age and author of Living 
Life to the Full published by Continuum 2006. 
The following is from the recently received 
flyer. 
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Leveson Paper Number Seventeen 
In this paper, Una Kroll explores the place of 

humour in old age - the humour that sharpens the 

mind and lifts the spirit, the humour that acts as a 
wry defence against melancholy or despair, but also 

the humour that can be cruel and that needs to be 
challenged. She also points to some of the needs of 

older people and how younger carers and family 

members may be able to help meet them. In 
addition she demonstrates the value of listening to 

what older people have to say about themselves. 

Revd Dr Una Kroll is herself an older person, living 

now in sheltered housing. During her career she was 
both a medical doctor and a priest in the Church of 

England and campaigned for many years for the 
ordination of women. The author of a number of 

books, her latest, Living Life to the Full, picks up 
many of the themes and questions which she has 

engaged in over her lifetime with such insight and 

honesty. 

This paper costs £4.00 including postage and 
packing. Orders enclosing a cheque payable to 
The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson 
should be sent to:  
Jen Jones 
The Leveson Centre 
Fen End Road West 
Knowle, Solihull 
West Midlands 
B93 0AN 
 
Alternatively copies can be ordered on line 
using a credit card on our website: 
www.levesoncentre.org.uk  
 
 

News Reports 
 
Ministry to Older Men in Australia 
Captain Paul Warren an Australian Church 
army Officer in recent correspondence with me 
says that he has been taking an interest in my 
material about ministry to the Ageing (Over 
55)1.  

                                                 
1
 See Discovering Faith in Later Life No.6 

He writes: 
I am involved in a ministry that has placed me 
in direct contact with 30+ men who are 
nowhere near the church. 
 
It is a phenomenon that is increasing 
dramatically around the countryside – recently 
we had our 2nd National Conference. Could I 
suggest you take a look at a website 
www.mensheds.com.au.  
  
Its finding a resource in older men whilst 
providing badly needed fellowship and 
making use of their invaluable skills. We also 
spend time ensuring they get adequate 
information regarding various health issues. 
 
Would love to share more about this activity – 
It has definitely blown me away as to the 
potential contact it provides. 
 
As the Co-ordinator and Pastoral assistant in 
the church that underpins it, I have many 
opportunities to visit these men in cardiac 
wards, at their homes and assist when they 
have had times of crisis. They accept the 
church oversight of the shed and that I am a 
minister. They marvel that three church 
ministers, two of whom are ordained, actually 
get involved in shed activities. They are 
discovering our humanity. 
 
Here is an extract from Nowra Men’s Shed 
Brochure 
 
From humble beginnings 

All over Australia men have been looking for 
something to do to fill in those idle hours in 

retirement and to get them out of the house 
where they have interrupted the routine lives of 

their wives.  

 
They missed the social interactions that occurred 

at their workplaces with discussions about work 
and relaxing activities after work and tried to 

replace these with golf, bowls, fishing or working 

in their garage workshops; but these all failed.  
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Then someone somewhere suggested a place where 
they could gather and work together using pooled 

tools and equipment to do all sorts of work, either 

for themselves or for some deserving organization. 
Some tried in an unorganised fashion and failed, but 

others sought the sponsorship of large organizations 
and found success. Now there are dozens of these 

Men’s Sheds scattered over Australia sponsored by 

those large organizations and their numbers are 
increasing every month. The Nowra Uniting Church 

is sponsoring the Nowra Men’s Shed and in time it 
hopes to sponsor another Men’s Shed in Bomaderry. 

 
Please see the Men's Sheds website above for 
further information.  
E-mail address:  info@menssheds.com.au  
 
 
Ministry in Song 
Walter and Lyne Crick of Radian Life Ministries 
say that God is really blessing their ministry. 
They write as reported in the latest issue of the 
OUTLOOK Trust member's letter September 
2007. “We are seeing older people coming to 
the Lord through our ‘Ministry in Song’ 
presentation, which is being well received and 
filling a real need” 
 
For more information, write to:  
Walter and Lyne Crick  
27 Gloucester Road 
Alkrington 
Middleton 
Manchester  
 
Tel:  0161 653 3040 
 
 
Diocese of Hereford: Policy for Older People 
The diocese of Hereford take the lead in 
producing a policy for older people prepared by 
the AGE working group of the Hereford 
Diocesan Council for Social Responsibility.  
 
In the foreword to the policy document the 
Bishop of Hereford says: 
 

“…While we value every age group, so we 
also need to reflect on the distinctive gifts and 
needs of each stage of life. This policy 
document which was adopted by our 
Diocesan Synod and which I wholeheartedly 
welcome and support, encourages each 
congregation to reflect on our Biblical 
inheritance, our learning from and care of 
older members of our congregations, and our 
valuing hugely the contribution that they make 
with their gifts, energies, wisdom, experience 
and prayer.  
 
As more and more people live longer, so 
older people are becoming healthier and the 
stress on ‘age’ in this document is more a 
comment on functional age than chronological 
age!” 
 
The working group have come to recognise 
that older people are not a uniform group of 
people and like other age groups differ in 
gender, class, income levels, race, age and 
health and that older people have travelled 
further in the journey of life. The policy sets 
out ten aspirations for churches to aim for. 
 
For a copy of this policy, please contact 

Jackie Boys, the Social Responsibility Officer 
for Hereford Diocese. 
 
Tel: 01432 373311  
E-mail: j.boys@hereford.anglican.org 
 
 
Retiring Soon? 
People coming up to retirement and those 
recently retired often require financial advice. 
The Financial Services Authority (FSA) is re-
launching its consumer publications according 
to recent information received from Age 
Concern England. One of its new leaflets is 
‘Retiring soon’, and this will be supported by a 
national advertising and press campaign. 
 
Some key facts may be of interest to some 
people.  These figures along with many other 
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facts were recently published in Age Concern 
England’s latest issue of their Pocket Campaign 
Guide 2007-08. 
 
Carers 

• Three million people over 50 provide 
care to someone who is frail, sick or 
disabled. 

• Caring by older people is worth around 
£15 billion each year 

• A quarter of families rely on 
grandparents to provide childcare each 
week 

 
Income 

• Around 1.8 million pensioners remain in 
poverty 

• The risk of poverty is different for 
different groups – for example, 32% of 
pensioners from minority ethnic groups 
are in poverty 

• Up to £4.2 billion of income related 
benefits go unclaimed by older people 

• The Government estimates that around 
7 million people are not saving enough 
for their retirement. 

 
"No selling. No Jargon. Just the facts about 
retiring soon" 
Further information can be found at: 
www.ageconcern.org.uk  
or the Government site: 
http://www.moneymadecleare.fsa.gov.uk/retiring. 

Tel: 0845 606 1234 (FSA consumer helpline) 
 
 

Events 
 
News from PSALM 
The Project for Seniors And Lifelong Ministry 
will be staging a number of events in the near 
future. 
 

o The first is in Advent on Monday 10th 
December will host a day retreat at the 
London Centre for Spirituality. The Revd 
Elaine Dando will lead the reflections. 

o The second event is on the other side 
of Christmas on Friday 4th January, 
called Little Christmas in celebration 
of Epiphany drawing on customs 
around the world 

o An Art Exhibition to celebrate aging is 
being planned for 16-20 July in the 
Crypt of St Pancras Church. The 
theme of the exhibition is Life: The 
Sower of Dreams, as well as the 
exhibition there will be a number of 
associated events that encourage a 
whole range of creativity. 

 
PSALM offers to help churches explore 
aspects of ageing. If your church would like to 
host and evening or half day event then do 
get in touch with them.  
 
Tel:   020 7388 5658  
e-mail:  PSALM@stpancraschurch.org  
website: www.PSALM.org.uk  
 
 

Your Letters 
 
Your Letters 
Greetings, 
I have been referred to you by a friend in New 
Zealand. I work with an Inner-church 
organisation, OAC Ministries, in Victoria, 
Australia and have developed a ministry to 
senior people in aged care facilities. My friend 
referred me to issue No 5 June 2006 of 
Discovering Faith in Later Life [Running 
events for older people during the summer 
holidays]… 
 
[Ed note this document is available via CA 
website www.churcharmy.org.uk.] 
 
 
Dear Michael,  
I have been meaning to write for some time to 
tell you that I stopped being Older Peoples 
Co-ordinator at St Stephens this Easter after 
10 years in the post…Victoria Byrne, is to 
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take on this role. The older people love her, and 
the work continues to progress. I expect she 
has already been in contact with you…I 
continue to enjoy receiving the information 
bulletins and to keep up to date with your news. 
  
with best wishes,   
Elizabeth Thomas 
 
 
Michael, 
Thanks for another helpful and informative 
information bulletin. Keep up the good work 
 
Brian 
 
 
Dear Mike, 
A very belated thanks for your information re 
running a holiday at home.  It was very helpful.  
  
We did run a three-day event in mid-August and 
it was really successful - we had about 30 
different people (about half from the church) 
spread over the days and they loved it. 
  
The team will be meeting soon to consider how 
to follow-up the Holiday at Home. I know there 
was some ideas in your "Discovering Faith In 
Later Life No 5" but I wondered if you'd heard 
other ideas on the grapevine. As most of the 
people here have a working class background I 
wondered if that would make a difference… 
 
Best wishes 
Simon 
 
N.B. Please pass on any grapevine stuff to 
me and I will forward it to Simon! Any ideas 
out there? 
 
 
 
 
 

Other resource material 
available from Church Army 

 
Discovering Faith in Later Life Series:  

• No. 1 Taking the church into residential 
care homes in Eastbourne. 

• No. 2 St. Stephen’s Seniors: Christ to the 
Elderly and Lonely in East Twickenham 

• No. 3 PSALM Project for Seniors And 
Lifelong Ministry 

• No. 4 The Outlook Trust: Christian Hope 
and Encouragement for Older People.  

• No. 5 ‘Holiday at Home’ Running events 
for older people during the summer 
holidays. 

• No. 6 Church for the SAGA Generation: 
Cultural Shifts in younger old. 

 
This Discovering faith in later life series are 
available on Church Army website under the 
resources link: www.churcharmy.org.uk.  
All this information is downloadable from the 
Sheffield Centre's website; 
http://www.encountersontheedge.org.uk/. 
 
 

Michael Collyer CA 
Researcher: Older People. 

Exploring evangelism, spiritual needs and 
fresh expressions of church among older 

people. Member of the Sheffield Centre 
Church Army’s Research Unit 

Tel: 0114 272 7451  
Email: m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk  

 
 


